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MY LORD, 


I AM not yet recovered from the aſ- 
toniſhment, into which I was thrown. 
by your grace's verbal meſſage, in anſwer 
to my letter of the firſt of November. In 
a converſation I had with colonel Fitæroy 
at the hotel d'Eſpagne, he did me the ho- 
nour of aſſuring me, that I ſhould find 
his brother my real and ſincere friend, ex- 
tremely deſirous to concur in doing me 
juſtice, that he was to tell me this from 
your grace, but that many intereſting 
particulars relative to me could not be 
communicated by letter, nor by the poſt. 
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I fondly believ'd theſe obliging aſſurances, 
becauſe on a variety of occafions your 
grace had teftified a full approbation of 
my conduct, had thanked me in the moſt 
flattering terms, as the perſon the moſt 
uſeful to the common cauſe in which we 
were embarked, and had ſhewn an un- 
common zeal to ſerve a man who had ſuf- 
fered ſo much in the cauſe of liberty. 


I returned to Euglaud with the gayeſt, 


and the moſt lively hopes. As ſoon as J 


arrived at London, I deſired my excellent 
friend, Mr. Fitzherbert, to wait on your 
grace, with every profeſſion of regard on 
my part, and the reſolution I had taken 
of entirely ſubmitting the mode of the 
application I ſhould make to the throne 
tor my pardon. I cannot expreſs the 
anxicty, which your grace's anſwer gave 
me, Mr. Wilkes muſt write to lord Chatham. 
I then begged Mr. F:itzherbert to ſtate the 
reaſons, which made it impoſſible for me 
to follow that advice, from every princi- 
ple of honour, both public and private. 
| ſhewed too the impropriety of ſuppli- , 
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cating a fellow ſubje& for mercy, the pre- 
rogative good Kings are the moſt jealous 
of, by far the brighteſt jewel in their 
crown, and the attribute, by which they 
may the neareſt approach to the Divi- 
nity. 


I afterwards wrote the letter * to your 
grace, which I have ſeen in all the public 
prints. I never received any other anſwer 
but a verbal meſſage, Mr. Wilkes muſt 


* That Letter was as follows. 

My Lord, 

I T is a very peculiar fatisfaCtion I fecl, on my re- 
turn to my native country, that a nobleman of your 
grace's ſuperior talents, and inflexible integrity, is at 
the head of the moſt important department of ſtate, I 
have been witneſs of the general applauſe, which has 
been given abroad, to the choice his majeſty has made, 
and I am happy to find my own countrymen zealous 
and unanimous in every teſtimony of their appro- 
bation. 

I hope, my Lord, that I may congratulate myſelf, 
as well as my country, on your grace's being placed 
in a ſtation of ſo great power and importance. I hough 
have been cut off from the body of his majeſty's ſub- 
es, by a cruel and unjuſt proſcription, I have ne- 
ver entertained an idea inconſiſtent with the duty of a 
good ſubject. My heart ſtill retains all its former 


write to lord Chatham: 1 do nothing with- 
out lord Chatham. When I found that 
my pardon was to be bought with the ſa- 


warmth for the dignity of England, and the glory of 
its ſovereign. I have not aſſociated with the traitors 
to our liberties, nor made a ſingle connection with 
any man who was dangerous, or even ſuſpected by the 
friends of the proteſtant family on the throne. I now 
hope that the rigour of a long-unmerited exile is paſt, 
and that I may be allowed to continue in the land, 
and among the friends of liberty. 

I wiſh, my lord, to owe this to the mercy of my 
prince. . I entreat your grace to lay me with all humi- 
lity at the king's feet, with the trueſt aſſurances, that 
I have never, in any moment of my life, ſwerved from 
the duty and allegiance I owe to my ſovereign, and 
that I implore, and in every thing ſubmit to, his ma- 
jeſty's clemency. 

Your grace's noble manner of thinking, and the 
obligations I have formerly received, which are til] 
freſh in my mind, will, I hope, give a full propriety 
- to this addreſs; and J am ſure a heart, glowing with 
the ſacred zeal of liberty, muſt have a favourable re- 
ception from the duke of G----, I flatter myſelf, 
that my conduct will juſtify your grace's interceding 
with a prince, who is diſtinguiſhed by a compaſſionate 
tenderneſs and goodneſs to all his ſubjects. 

; I am, with the trugſt reſpet?, My Lord, 
Your Grace's moſt obedient, and m:ft humble 
ſervart, JOHN WILEES. 
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crifice of my honour, I had the virtue not 
to heſitate. I ſpurn'd at the propoſal, and 
left my dear native London with a heart 
full of grief that my faireſt hopes were 
blaſted, of humiliation, that I had given 
an eaſy faith to the promiſes of a miniſter 
and a courtier, and of aſtoniſhment that a 
nobleman of parts and diſcernment could 
continue in an infatuation, from which 
the conduct of lord Chatham had recovered 
every other man in the nation. He was 


indeed long the favourite character of our 


countrymen. Every tongue was wanton 
in his praiſe. The whole people laviſhed 
on him their choiceſt favours, and endea- 
youred by the nobleſt means, by an un- 
bounded generoſity and confidence, to 
have kept him virtuous. With what an- 
guiſh were we at laſt undeceiv'd ! How 
much it coſt us to give up a man, who 
had ſo long entirely kept poſſeſſion of our 
hearts! How cruel was the ſtruggle ! But 
alas! how is he changed? how fallen? 
from what height fallen ? His glorious 
ſun is ſet, I believe never to rife again. 


— — —' ——— — 


8 


We long hoped, my lord, that public 
virtue was the guide of his actions, and 
the love of our country his ruling paſſion, 
but he has fully ſhewn omnis vis virtuſque 
in lingud ſita eft. Our hearts glowed with 
gratitude for the important ſervices he 
had done againſt the common enemy, and 
the voice of the nation hailed him our 
deliverer ; but private ambition was all 
the while ſkulking behind the ſhield of 
the patriot, and at length in an evil hour 
made him quit the ſcene of all his glory, 
the only place, in which he could be 
truly uſeful, for a retreat, where he knew 
it was impoſhble the confidence of the 
people could follow, but where he might 
in inglorious eaſe bear his BLUSHING Ho- 
nours thick upon him. 


I might now, my lord, expoſtulate 
with your grace on a verbal meſſage, and 
of ſuch a nature, in anſwer to a letter 
couch'd in the moſt decent and reſpectful] 
terms, coming too from a late member of 
the legiſlature. I might regret, that the 
largeſt proffers of friendſhip, and real ſer- 
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vice, could mean no more than two or 
three words of cold advice, that I ſhould 
apply to another. I might be tempted to 
think it a duty of office in the firſt lord of 
the treaſury to have ſubmitted to his ma- 
jeſty a petition relative to the-exerciſe of 
the nobleſt act of regal power, which any 
conſtitution can give any ſovereign. Sure- 
ly, my lord, my application to the firſt 
commiſſioner of the treaſury, who is al- 
ways conſidered as the firſt miniſter in 
England, was the very proper application. 
As I had made no diſcovery of any new 
wonderful pill or drop, nor pretended to 
the ſecret of curing the gout or the tooth- 
ach, I never thought of ſoliciting Lord 
Chatham for a privy ſeal. His lordſhip's 
office was neither important, nor reſpon- 
ſible. I will not however enlarge on this, 
but I ſhall deſire your grace's permiſſion 
fully to ſtate what has happened to me as 
a private gentleman relative to /ord Chat- 
ham, becauſe I would not leave a doubt 
concerning the propriety of my conduct, 
in a mind naturally ſo candid, and ſo ca- 
B 
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pable of judging truly, as that of the duke 
of Grafton. 


I believe that the flinty heart of I 
C—— has known the ſweets of private 
friendſhip, and the fine feelings of huma- 
nity, as little as even — . They 
are both formed to be admired, not be- 
loved. A proud, inſolent, overbearing, 
ambitious man is always full of the ideas 
of his own importance, and vainly ima- 
gines himſelf ſuperior to the equality ne- 
ceſſary among real friends, in all the mo- 
ments of true enjoyment. Friendſhip is 
too pure a pleaſure for a mind cankered 
with ambition, or the luſt of power and 
grandeur. Lord Chatham declared in par- 
liament the ſtrongeſt attachment to lord 
Temple, one of the greateſt characters our 
country could ever boaſt, and ſaid, he 
would live and die with his noble brother. 
He has received obligations of the firſt 
magnitude from that noble brother, yet 
what trace of gratitude or of friendſhip 
was ever found in any part of his conduct? 
And has he not now declared the moſt 
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open variance, and even hoſtility ? I have 
had as warm and expreſs declarations of 
regard as could be made by this marble- 
hearted friend, and Mr. Pitt had no doubt 
his views in even feeding me with flat- 
tery from time to time; on occaſions too 
where candour and indulgence were all I 
could claim. He may remember the 
compliments he paid me on two certain 
poems in the year 1754. If I were to take 
the declarations made by himſelf and the 
late Mr. Potter a la lettre, they were more 
charmed with thoſe verſes after the ninety 
ninth reading than after the firſt; ſo that 


from this circumſtance, as well as a few 


of his ſpeeches in parliament, it ſeems to 


be likewiſe true of the firſt orator, or ra- 
ther the firſt comedian, of our age, non 


diſplicuiſſe illi jocos, ſed non contigiſſe. 


I will now ſubmit to your grace, if there 
was not ſomething peculiarly baſe and 
perfidious in Mr. —'s calling me a b/a/= 
pbemer of my God for thoſe very verſes, at 
a time when I was abſent, and dangerouſly 


11] from an affair of honour, The charge 
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12 
too he knew was falſe, for the whole ri- 
dicule of thoſe two pieces was confined to 
certain myſteries, which formerly the An- 
placed and unpenfioned Mr. P did not think 
himſelf obliged even to affect to believe. 
He added another charge equally unjuſt, 
that I was the /ibeller of my king, though 
he was ſenſible that I never wrote a ſingle 
line diſreſpectful to the ſacred perſon of 
my ſovercign, but had only attacked the 
deſpotiſm of his miniſters, with the ſpirit 
becoming a good ſubject, and zealous 
friend of his country. The reaſon of this 
perfidy was plain. He was then begin- 
ning to pay homage to the Scottiſb Idol, 
and I was the moſt acceptable ſacrifice he 
could offer at the ſhrine of BuTe. Hiſ- 
tory ſcarcely gives ſo remarkable a change. 
He was a few years ago the mad, ſediti- 
ous tribune of the people, inſulting his 
ſovereign even in his capital city, now he 
is the abject, crouching deputy of the 
proud Scot, who he declared in parlia- 
ment wanted wiſaom, and held principles 
encompatible with freedom; a moſt ridicu- 
lous character ſurely for a ſtateſman, and 
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the ſubject of a free kingdom, but the 
very proper compoſition for a favourite. 
Was it poflible for me after this to write 
a ſuppliant letter to L— Ch ? I am 
the firſt to pronounce myſelf moſt unwor- 
thy of a pardon, if I could have obtained 
it on thoſe terms. 


Although I declare, my lord, that the 
conſcious pride of virtue makes me look 
down with contempt on a man, who could 
be guilty of this baſeneſs, who could in 
the lobby declare that I muſt be ſupported, 
and in the houſe on the ſame day deſert 
and revile me, yet I will on every occaſion 
do juſtice to the miniſter. He has ſerved 
the public in all thoſe points, where the 
good of the nation coincided with his 
own private views; and in no other. I 


venerate the memory of the ſecretary, and 


I think it an honour to myſelf that I 
ſteadily ſupported in parliament an admi- 
niſtration, the moſt ſucceſsful we ever had, 
and which carried the glory of the nation 
to the higheſt pitch in every part of the 
world. He found his country almoſt in 
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deſpair. He raiſed the noble ſpirit of 
England, and ſtrained every nerve againſt 
our enemies. His plans, when in power, 
were always great, though in direct oppo- 
fition to the declarations of his whole life, 
when out of power. The invincible bra- 
very of the Britiſh troops gave ſucceſs even 
to the moſt raſh, the moſt extravagant, 
the moſt deſperate of his projects. He 
{aw early the hoſtile intentions of Spain, 
and if the written advice had been fol- 
lowed, a very few weeks had then proba- 
bly cloſed the laſt general war ; although 
the merit of that advice was more the me- 
rit of his noble brother, than his own. 
After the omnipotence of lord Bute in 
1761 had forced Mr. Pitt to retire from 
his majeſty's councils, and the cauſe was 
declared by himſelf to be our conduct re- 


lative to Spain, I had the happineſs of | 


ſetting that affair in ſo clear and advan- 
tageous a light, that he expreſſed the moſt 
entire ſatisfaction, and particular obliga- 
tions to my friendſhip. I do not how- 
ever make this a claim of merit to Mr, 
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Pitt. It was my duty, from the peculiar 
advantages of information I then had. 


The conſtitution of our country has no 
obligations to him. He has left it with 
all its beauties, and all its blemiſhes. 
He never once appeared in earneſt about 
any queſtion of liberty. He was the cauſe 
that in 1764 no point was gained for the 
public in the two great queſtions of GR- 
NERAL WARRANTS, and the SEIZURE OP 
PaPERs. The curſed remains of the 
court of Star-chamber, the enormous 
power of the attorney-general, the ſole 
great judicial officer of the crown, who 
is durante bene placito, and not upon oath, 
who tramples on grand juries, and breaks 
down the firſt, the foremoſt barriers of 
liberty, continued during his adminiſtra- 
tion the ſame as before. Every grievance, 
which was not rooted out by the glorious 
revolution, and the latter ſtruggles of our 
patriots, ſtill ſubſiſts in full force, not- 
withſtanding the abſolute power he exer- 
ciſed for ſeveral years over every depart- 
ment of the ſtate, But I have done with 
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L— C——. I leave him to tlie poor 
conſolation of a place, a penſion, and a 


peerage, for which he has ſold the confi- 


dence of a great nation. Pity ſhall find, 
and weep over him. 


I am now, my lord, once more driven 
from the Romans, to the gay, the polite 
Athenians, but I ſhall endeavour to con- 
vince your grace that I am not totally loſt 
to my country nor to myſelf, in this ſcene 
of elegant diſſipation, and that I do not 
waſte the time in unavailing complaints of 
my hard fate, and the ingratitude of thoſe 
J have ſerved with ſucceſs, for I ſhall very 
ſoon beg to call the public attention to 
ſome points of national importance, and 
in the mean time I ſhall embrace this op- 
portunity of doing myſelf juſtice againſt 
the calumnies, which a reſtleſs faction 
does not ceaſe to propagate. 


The affair of the GENERAL WAR“ 
RANT, and the HABEAS CORPUS, 1s told 
very unfaithfully, and almoſt every parti- 


*/ 


cular, relative to my being made a pri- 
ſoner, and ſent to the Tower on the zoth 
of April 1763, has been injuriouſly miſ- 
repreſented in ſeveral late publications. I 
(hall therefore ſtate the tranſactions of that 
memorable day, and I may appeal to the 
minutes taken at the time for the accuracy 
of this relation. 


On my return from the city early in 
the morning, I met at the end of Great 
George-ſtreet one of the king's meſſen- 
gers. He told me that he had a warrant 
to apprehend me, which he muſt execute 
immediately, and that I muſt attend him 
to lord Halifax's. I defired to ſce the 
warrant, He faid it was againſt the au- 
thors, printers, and publiſhers of the North 
Briton, No. 45, and that his verbal orders 
were to arreſt Mr. Wilkes. I told him the 
warrant did not reſpect me: I adviſed him 
to be very civil, and to uſe no violence in 
the ſtreet, for if he attempted force, I 
would put him to death in the inſtant, 
but if he would come quietly to my houſe, 
] would convince him of the illegality of 
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the warrant, and the injuſtice of the or- 
ders he had received. He choſe to ac- 
company me home, and then produced 
the GENERAL WARRANT. I 
declared that ſuch a warrant was abſolutely 
illegal and void in itſelf, that it was a ri- 
diculous warrant againſt the whole En- 
gliſh nation, and I aſked why he would 
ſerve it on me, rather than on the lord 
chancellor, on either of the ſecretaries, on 
lord Bute, or lord Corke, my next door 
neighbour. The anſwer was, Iam to ar- 
reſt Mr. Wilkes. About an hour after- 
wards two other meſſengers arrived, and 
ſeveral of their aſſiſtants. They all endea- 
voured in vain to perſuade me to accom- 
pany them to lord Halifax's. I had like- 
wiſe many civil meſſages from his lord- 
ſhip to defire my attendance. My only 
anſwer was, that I had not the honour of 
viſiting his Jordſhip, and this firſt appli- 
cation was rather rude and ungentleman- 
like. 


While ſome of the meſſengers and their 
aſſiſtants were with me, Mr. Churchill 


19 
came into the room. I had heard that 
their verbal orders were likewiſe to ap- 
prehend him, but I ſuſpected they did 
not know his perſon, and by preſence of 
mind I had the happineſs of ſaving my 
friend. As ſoon as Mr. Churchill entered 
the room, I accoſted him, Good morraw, 
Mr. Thomſon. How does Mrs. Thomſon do 
to-day ? Does ſhe dine in the country? Mr. 
Churchill thanked me, ſaid the then waited 
for him, that he only came for a moment 
to aſk me how I did, and almoſt directly 
took his leave. He went home umme- 
diarely, ſecured all his papers, and retired 


into the country. The meſſengers could 


never get intelligence where he was. The 
following week he came to town, and was 
preſent both the days of hearing at the 
court of Common Pleas. 


The whole morning paſs'd in meſſages 
between lord Halifax and me. The bufi- 
neſs of the meſſengers being ſoon pub- 
lickly known, ſeveral of my friends came 
to me on ſo extraordinary an event, I 
deſired two or three of them to go to the 
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court of Common PLEaAs, to make ath- 
davit of my being made a priſoner in 
my own houſe under an illegal warrant, 
and to demand a HABEHAS Coreus. The 
chief Juſtice gave orders that it ſhould 
iſſue immediately. 


A conſtable came afterwards with ſeve- 
ral aſſiſtants to the meſſengers. I repeat- 
edly inſiſted on their all leaving me, and de- 
clared I would not ſuffer any one of them 
to continue in the room againſt my con- 
ſent, for I knew and would ſupport the 
rights of an engliſhman in the ſanctuary 
of his own houſe. I was then threatened 
with immediate violence, and a regiment 
of the guards, if neceſſary. I ſoon found 
all reſiſtance would be vain. The conſta- 
ble demanded my ſword, and inſiſted on 
my immediately attending the meſſengers 
to lord Halitax's. I replied, that if they 
were not aſſaſſins, they ſhould firit give me 
their names in writing. They complied 
with this, and thirteen ſet their hands to 
the paper, I then got into my own chair, 
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and proceeded to lord Halifax's, guarded by 
the meſſengers and their aſſiſtants. 


I was conducted into a great apartment 
fronting the park, where lord Halifax and 
lord Egremont, the two ſecretaries of ſtate, 
were litting at a table covered with paper, 
pens and ink. The under-ſecretaries ſtood 
near their lordſhips. Mr. Lovel Stanhope 
the law clerk, and Mr Philip Carteret 
Webb, the ſolicitor of the treaſury, were 
the only perſons beſides who attended. 
Lord Egremont received me with a ſuper- 
cilious, inſolent air; lord Halifax with 
great politeneſs. I was deſired to take 
the chair near their lordſhips, which I did. 


Lord Halifax then began, that he was really 


concerned that he had been neceſſitated to pro- 
ceed in that manner againſt me, that it was 
exceedingly to be regretted that agentlemanof 
my rank and abilities could engage againſt his 
king and his majeſty's government. I replied, 
that bis lordſhip could not be more miſtaken, for 
the king had not a ſubject more zealouſly at- 
tached to his perſon and government than my- 


ſelf, that I had all my life been a warm friend 
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of the houſe of Brunſwick, and the proteſ- 
tant ſucceſsion, that while I made the trugſt 
profeſſions of duty to the king, I was equally 
free to declare in the ſame moment, that 1 
believed no prince had ever the misfortune of 
being ſerved by ſuch ignorant, inſolent, and 
deſpotic minifters, of which my being there 
was a freſh, glaring proof, for I was brought 
before their lordſhips by force, under a GENE“ 
RAL WARRANT, which named no body, in 
violation of the laws of my country, and of 


the privileges of parliament; that I beg'd 


both their lordſbips to remember my preſent 
declaration, that on the very firſt day of the 
enſuing ſeſſion of parliament, I would ſtand 
up in my place and impeach them for the out- 


rage they had committed in my perſon agamſt 


the liberties of the people. Lord Halifax 
anſwered, that nothing had been done but by 
the advice of the beſt lawyers, and that it 
was now his duty to examine me. He had 
in his hand a long liſt of queſtions, regu- 
larly numbered. He began, Mr Wilkes 
do you know Mr. Kearſly? when did you ſee 
bim? Cc. Sc. I replied, that I ſuſpetted 


there was a vain hope my anſiver would tend 
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rather to what his lordſhip wiſhed to know, 
that he ſeemed to be loſt in a dark, and intri- 
cate path, and really wanted much light to 
guide him thro' it, but that I could aſſure his 
lordſhip not a jingle ray ſhould come from me. 
Lord Halifax returned to the charge, Mr 
Wilkes do you know Mr Kearſly ? &c. &c. 
I faid, that this was a curigſity on his lord- 
ſhip's part, which however laudable in the 


ſecretary, I did not find myſelf diſpoſed to 


gratify, and that at the end of my examina- 
tion all the quires of paper on their lordſhip's 
table ſhould be as milk white as at the begin- 
ning. Lord Halifax then defired to remind 
me of my being their priſoner, and of their 
right to examine me. I anſwered, that I 
ſhould imagine their lordſhips' time was too 
precious to be trifled away in that manner, 
that they might have ſeen before I would 
never ſay one wword they deſired to know, and 
I added, Indeed, my lords, 1 am not made 
of ſuch flight, flimſy fluff ; then, turning 
to lord Egremont, I ſaid, could you employ 
tortures, I would never utter a word unbe- 
coming my honour, or affecting the facred 
confidence of any friend. God has given me 


24 
firmneſs and fidelity. You trifle away your 
time moſt egregiouſly, my lords. Lord Hali- 
fax then adviſed me, o weigh well the con- 
ſequences of my conduct, and the advanta- 
ges to myſelf of a generous, frank confeſſion, 
I lamented the proſtitution of the word, Ger - 
NEROUS, 70 what I ſhould conſider as an act 
of the utmoſt treachery, cowardice and wick- 


edneſs. His lordſhip then aſked me, /I 


choſe to be priſoner in my own houſe, at the 
Tower, or in Newgate, for he was diſpoſed 
to oblige me. I gave his lordſhip my thanks, 
but, I defired to remark, that JI never re- 
ceived an obligation, but from a friend, that 
I demanded juſtice, and my immediate liberty, 
as an engliſhman, who had not offended the 
laws of his country; that as to the reſt, it 


was beneath my attention, the odious idea of 


reftraint was the ſame odious idea every where 
that I would go where I pleaſed, and if I was 
reſtrained by a ſuperior force, I muſt yield to 
the violence, but would never give colour to 
it by a ſhameſul compromiſe ; that every thing 
was indifferent to me in compariſon of my 
honour and liberty ; that 1 made my appeal 
to the laws ; aud had already by my friends 
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applied to the COURT or COMMON PLEAS 
for the HABEAS Corevus, which the chief 
Juſtice had actually ordered to be iſſued, and 
that I hoped to owe my diſcharge ſolely to my 
innocence, and to the vigour of the law in a 
free country. Lord Halifax then told me, 
that TI ſhould be ſent to the Tower, where 1 
ſhould be treated in a manner ſuitable to my 
rank, and that he hoped the meſſengers had 
behaved well to me. I acknowledged that 
they had behaved with humanity, and even 
civility to me, notwithſtanding the ruffian 
orders given them by his lordſbip's colleague. 
I then turned again to lord Egremont, and 
ſaid, Your lordſbip's verbalorders were to drag 
me out of my bed at midnight. The firſt 
man, who had entered my bed chamber oy 
force, I ſhould have laid dead on the ſpot 

Probably I ſhould have fallen in the ſkirmiſh 
with the others. I thank God, not your 
lordſhip, that ſuch a ſcene of blood has been 
avoided. Your lordſhip is very ready to iſſue 


orders, which you have neither courage to 


ſign, nor I believe to juſtify. No reply was 


made to this. The converſation dropped. 
D 
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Lord Halifax retired into another apart- 
ment. Lord Egremont continued ſullen 
and filent about a quarter of an hour. I 
then made a few remarks on ſome capital 
pictures, which were in the room, and his 
lordſhip left me alone. | 


I was afterwards conducted into another 
apartment. I found there ſeveral of my 
friends, in argument with the moſt infa- 
mous of all the tools of that adminiſtration 
Mr. P— C —, He confirmed to 
me, that I was to be carried to the Tower, 
and wiſhed to know if I had any favours to 
ofe, I replied, that I was uſed to confer, 
not to recerve favours, that I was ſuperior 
to the receiving any even from his Maſters, 
that all I would jay to him was, if my 
valet de chambre was allowed to attend me in 
the Tower, I ſhould be ſhaved and have a 
clean ſhirt, if he was not, I ſhould have a 
long beard, and dirty linnen. Mr. W—, 
ſaid, that orders would be given for his ad- 
miſſion at the Tower. I complained of the 
ſhameſul evaſion of the Habeas Corpus in 


* 


ſending me to the Tower, tho' the orders 
of the chief” juſtice Pratt were known. Mr 
V made no reply to this. He came to 
viſit me at the Tower in the beginning of 
my impriſonment, when I had not the 
permiſſion to ſee any friend. I deſired him 
almoſt at hisfirſt entrance to take his leave 
for if I was not allowed to fee theſe J loved, 
J would not ſee thoſe I deſpiſed. 


While I continued in the Tower, I 
was preſſed to offer bail in order to regain 
my liberty, and two of the firſt nobility de- 
fired to be my ſecurities in the ſum of 
L. loo, ooo each. I was exceedingly 
gratefull for the offer, but would not ac- 
cept it. I obſerved, that neither my health 
nor my ſpirits were affected, that I would 
by great temperance and abſtinence en- 
deavour to compenſate the want of air and 
exerciſe, but if my health ſuffered in a 
dangerous way, I would then accept ſuch 
generous offers, for I hoped to live that fo 
noble a cauſe might be brought to a glo- 
rious iſſue for the liberties of my country. 
From the beginning of this arcuous buſt» 
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neſs, I would not on any occaſion give bail, 
by which I never involved any friend, and 
remained the perfect maſter of my own 
conduct. 


I ſhall now, my lord, proceed to do 
myſelf juſtice againſt a calumny of 
„ a p-r{-n of the meaneſt 
natural parts, and infinitely beneath all 
regard, except from the he bears, 
with the utmoſt diſcredit to himſelf, with 
equal diſgrace and inſufficiency to the 
public. I find the acquainted, that 
—, upon Tueſday laſt, received a letter - 
by the general poſt from Mr. W : 
dated Paris the 11th inſtant, incloſing a 
paper in the French Language, purport- 
ing to be a Certificate of one of the 
French king's phyſicians, and of a ſur— 
gcon of the ſaid king's army, relating to 
the ſtate of Mr. Wilkes's health, ſub- 
ſcribed with two names, but not authen- 
ticated before a notary public, nor the 
ſignature thereof verified in any manner 
whatſoever. Then follow. the /etter and 
certiſicate. The infinuation is too plain 
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to be overlooked. The ſignature was 
verified by my letter. It is certain that 
the certificate was in all the uſual forms; 
yet tho' the affair was determined with 
reſpect to me, and I was expelled the 
| on the ſame day, without any time 
being allowed for other proof, a regard 


to truth, and my own honour, made me 


give the moſt compleat anſwer to this. I 
ſent a ſecond certificate in the form they 
had preſcribed themſelves, atteſted by two 
notaries, and confirmed by the Englith 
E I wrote likewiſe again to 
— on the 5th of February follow- 
ing, but neither the ſecond letter, certi- 
ficate, or atteſtation, is to be found in 
the I have, however, my lord, 
taken care that they ſhould be publiſhed, 
for in a free government like ours, I will 
endeavour through my life to emulate 
the ſpirit of ancient Rome, provoco ad 
populum ; and while the people do not 
condemn me, I ſhall, perhaps in this, 
moſt certainly in every ſucceeding age, 
riſe ſuperior to any party cabal, or court 
faction. This ſtep covered my enemies 
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with confuſion, but was of no farther 
ſervice to me. The party war againſt me 


ceaſed of courſe in , but flamed 
with equal fury in 
By the „page 723, I find 


that I am guilty of writing and pub- 
liſhins the paper, intituled * The North 
Briton, No. 45,” and that ſeveral witneſ- . 
ſes were examined. There is not how- 
ever in the a ſingle word of the 
evidence they gave, and it is well known 
that not one of them did, or could ſay 
any thing relative to the authorſhip. The 
evidence of the publication was exceeding 
ſlight, but the willingneſsof the j— made 
ample amends for the deficiency of the 
witneſſes, who were not upon oath. The 
adminiſtration did not chuſe to riſk either 
of theſe charges againſt me even in the 
court of Kings-Bench, and I was only 
tried for a re-publication. TI will never 
bluſh at theimputation of being the author 
of that paper, becauſe I know that truth 
is reſpected in every line. One circum- 
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ſtance will ſoon fully appear to the indig- 
nant public; I mean the large debt on 
the civil liſt, contracted chiefly by the 
ſcandalous purchaſe of a a ap- 
probation of the late ignominious peace, 
the arbitrary exciſe, and other ruinous 
meaſures of the Scottiſb miniſter. But I 


leave the affair of the civi lit to a future 
exact diſcuſſion. 


The laſt calumny, my lord, which J 
ſhall diſprove, reſpects the actions at law 
againſt lord Halifax. It is faid that I 
have neglected, or purpoſely diſcontinued 
them, ſince my exile. The imputation 
is totally groundleſs. I was ſo ill at Paris 
in the beginning of the year 1764, that it 
was impoſſible for me then to return to 
England alive, but I gave the moſt ex- 
preſs orders that the law proceedings 
ſhould be carried on with vigour, and in 
fact there was not a moment's delay. 
When my wound began to heal in the 
ſpring, I was difſuaded by all my friends 
from returning to a country, where the 
ſame adminiſtration, which had illegally 
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ſeized my perſon, plundered my houſe, 
and corrupted the fidelity of my ſervants, 
were ſtill in full power. I yielded to theſe 


reaſons, becauſe propter eorum ſcelus, nihil 


mibi intra meos parietes tutum, nihil inſidiis 
vacuum viderem. Lord Halifax for near 
two years availed himſelf of every advan- 
tage, which privilege and the chicane of 
law could furniſh. He never entered any 
appearance to a court of juſtice, and the 
Common Pleas had, as far as they could, 
puniſhed ſuch an open contempt, ſuch a 
daring proof that Adminiſtration would not 
ſubmit to the /aw of the land, and had en- 
deavoured to compel his lordſhip to ap- 
pear. Towards the end of 1764 I was 
outlaw'd. The proceedings continued a- 
gainſt his lordſhip till that hour. He then 
appeared, and his ſingle plea was, that as 
an outlaw, I could not hold any action. 
No other defence was made againſt the 
heinous charge of having in my perſon 
violated the rights of the people. 


I felt this, my lord, as the moſt cruel 
ſtroke, which fortune had given me, 
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Juſtice had at length overtaken many of 
the inferior criminals, but my eut-/awory 
prevented my puniſhing, the great, the ca- 
pital offender, when after all his ſubter- 
fuges, he was almoſt within my reach. I 
pleaſe myſelf however with the reflection 
that no miniſter has ſince dared to iflue a 
GENERAL WARRANT, nor to ſign an or- 
der for the SEIZURE OF PAPERS. In the 
one the perſonal liberty of every ſubject is 
immediately concerned. On the other 
may depend not only his own ſafety and 
property, but what will come ſtill more 
home to a man of honour, the ſecurity, 
the happineſs of thoſe, with whom he is 
moſt intimately connected, their fortunes, 
their future views, perhaps ſecrets, the 
diſcovery of which would drive the coldeſt 
ſtoic to deſpair, their very exiſtence poſ- 
ſibly, all that is important in the public 
walk of life, all that is dear and facred in 
friendſhip and in love. I was the /aft op- 
preſſed, but I was the % man, who had 
the courage to carry through a jult re- 
ſiſtance to theſe acts of deſpotiſm. Now 
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the opinions of our ſovereign courts of juſ- 
tice are known and eſtabliſhed. I rejoice 
that ſeveral others, who ſuffered before 
me, have ſince made their appeal to the 
laws, and obtained redreſs. I hope the 
iron rod of miniſterial oppreſſion is at 
length broken, and that I am the laſt vic- 
tim of violence and cruelty, I ſhall not 
then regret all the ſacrifices I have made, 
and my mind ſhall feaſt itſelf with the re- 
collection in the unjuſt exile I am doom'd 
to ſuffer from my friends and my native 
land. | 

I will now, my lord, only add, how- 
ever unfaſhionable ſuch a declaration may 
be, that conſiſtency ſhall never depart 
from my character, that to the laſt mo- 
ment I will preſerve the ſame fixed and 
unconquerable hatred to the enemies of 
freedom and the conſtitution of our happy 
iſland, the ſame warm attachment to the 
friends and the cauſe of liberty, that I keep 
a ſteady and a longing eye on England, 
that my endeavours for the good and ſer- 
vice of my country, by every method left 
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me, ſhall have a period only with my life, 
and that although I do not mean to lay 
any future claim to your grace's favour, I 
will take care to ſecure your eſteem. 


I am, 
My lord, 
Your grace's moſt obedient, 


and very humble ſervant, 


JOHN WILKES. 
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Gratias tibi, Devs optime, maxime, 
cujus nutu & imperio nata eſt & aucta 
Res ANGLICANA, lubens lætuſque ago, 
LIBERTATE PUBLICA in hanc diem & 
horam, per manus, quod voluiſti, meas, 
ſervati, eandem & in æternum ſerva, fove, 
protege propitiate, ſupplex oro. 
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On Monday the 1½ of June will be Publiſi d, 
(Price One Shilling.) 
Numb. I. of a NEW Work, 


(To be continued Monthly.) 
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THE POLITICAL REGISTER: 
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Orrcinar Fs8avs on the BRITISH ConsTITUTION, 
and ſuch Meaſures of Adminiſtration as deſerve par- 
ticular Attention: In which will occaſionally be 
inſerted ſeveral [ztereting Papers, relative to the 
Management of Public Affairs, and other Points of 
National Im portance. Foreign Politics, the State of 
Lis e, &c. 
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HF, people of England, it is generally obſerved, are, of all 
nations in the world, the moſt addicted to Politics. The 

fact is certain, and the reaſon of it is evident. The Engliſh go- 
vernment is untverfally allowed to be one of the freeſt, that ever 
yet exiſted; and it wilt be ſound to be a maxim that will for ever 
hold true, that the n ore free is the government, the more fond 
are the people of Politics, This diſpoſition is only another name 


for their love of 3 and their zeal for its preſervation; and 


therefore it ought ſurely, while kept within proper bounds, to 
be not only indulged, but in the higheſt degree encouraged. But, 
as the corru? ption of the belt things is known to produce the worſt, 
it ouch. 0 U oubt, at the (a me tl ac, to be carefully regulated; for 
tho? the liberties of a nion have often fallen a ſacrifice to the am- 
b3tian oi the prince, Ty cy have likewiſe been, ſemetimes, ruined 


by 


To direct the people, 


by the licentiouſneſs of the ſubjects. 
therefore, in the ſtuy of Politics, ſeems a taſk not unworthy of 
a lover of his country; and ſuch is the chief deſign, which the 
authors profeſs in the work they now preſume to ofter to the Pub- 
lic. In this they will endeavour, in a courſe of occaſional Et- 
ſays, to preſent to the reader, a diſtinct view of the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution; to point out, as they proceed, the various 1mprove- 
ments, which it has already received, and the ſtill further, which 
it is capable of receiving; to ſhew the dangers which molt nearly 
threaten it, and the moſt effectual means of guarding againſt 
them.—And in order the better to diverſify this plan, to enter- 
tain the reader, and to inforce the arguments which they may 
happen to advance, they will give an account of the different 
forms of government, which at preſent prevail in the world ; of 
the advantages and diſadvantages, which are found to reſult from 
them ; and of the ſeveral ties of interelt and friendſhip, by which 
che ſtates of Europe are ſuppoſed to be connected.— This, how- 
ever, they very frankly acknowledge, will form but the ſmalleſt 
and (except, indeed, to the more intelligent reader) perhaps even 
the leaſt entertaining part of the work; the bulk of which will be as 
uſefully employed in giving a detail of the Politics of the day ; of 
the various meaſures adopted by the government, with reflections 
on thoſe meaſures ; and an impartial review of ſuch political books 
and pamphlets (in which every ſpecies of ill-nature and illiberal 
invective will be carefully avoided) as ſhall appear to deſerve the 
attention of the public. Nor will the work be entirely confined to 
Politics; ſubjects of another nature will be admitted: eſſays on 
Agriculture, Manufactures, Commerce; and, in a word, all The 
uſeful Arts, as they are contradiſtinguiſhed from the The fine, 
will occaſionally find a place in this performance.—And tho? the 
authors have reaſon to think, that the materials which they have 
already prepared, and may ſtill further prepare, and the channels 
of intelligence, which they have happily ſecured, will be ſufficient 
to furniſh a conſtant and regular ſupply, they yet beg leave to 
ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the learned and ingenious in every part of 
the kingdom ; aſſuring them, at the ſame time, that the letters 
they ſhall communicate, will be gratefully received, and be duly 
inſerted, without ſuffering any of thoſe injudicious mutilations, 
which have been ſo long complained of in the management of other 
periodical productions. 


Printed for JI. Al uox, oppoſite Burlington-Houſe, ix Piccadilly. 


„As this work will not only be uſeful at all times, but par- 
ticularly entertaining to Gentlemen in the Country, during the 
enſuing receſs of parliament, they may, by giving their addreſs 
to the publiſher, before they leave London, have it regularly 
tranſmitted to them at the beginning of every month. 


